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A Zeal for Robotics  

Overall, Mr. London (Aliyance’s founder) is a businessman and robotics engineering leader who 
is very much in tune with the latest robotics R&D, industry trends, and consumer robotics trends 
worldwide.  
 
Mr. London originally attended Harvard University, but was also accepted at Stanford University 
and Carnegie Mellon University (CMU). Auspiciously, Mr. London chose to complete his 
engineering studies at CMU because of CMU’s global leadership in the emerging field of 
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robotics. This was around the time of formation of the world-renowned “CMU Robotics Institute”.  
 
At CMU, Mr. London immediately established himself as an undergraduate with an extraordinary 
passion for robotics. As a 2nd year student (in 1984) he formed the world’s first official 
university robotics club.  
 

 
 
Over its storied 30+ years, the CMU Robotics Club has won numerous US and global  
robotics competitions. 
 
 
Mr. London has been a mentor and benefactor to the CMU robotics club ever since its formation.  
 
At Carnegie Mellon, Mr. London double majored in Computer Engineering and Electrical 
Engineering, while also studying Japanese language. A prodigious workaholic, he completed his 
studies one half year ahead of schedule. 
 
Mr. London’s robotics work at the club consisted partly of developing ping pong and air-
hockey playing robots. This success caught the attention of Microsoft. “Why Microsoft?”, you 
may wonder. Well, London’s robot vision algorithms were coded directly in 8086 assembly 
language! Mr. London was invited to Microsoft, and after accepting their offer, was placed in 
charge of all printer and plotter drivers for Windows (this being as close as it gets to robotics at 
Microsoft at that time).  
 

 
A recent (2016) photograph of Mr. London with 
officers and leaders of the CMU Robotics Club 
 
.  
During his academic years, Mr. London also 
worked as a circuit design engineer in the CMU 
Robotics Institute’s Legged Locomotion Lab, 
which is now based at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT).   
 

http://www.roboclub.org/
http://www.ai.mit.edu/projects/leglab/people/people.html
http://www.ai.mit.edu/projects/leglab/people/people.html
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He was working under professor Marc Raibert on high-speed data IO circuits and dedicated 
CPUs for the earliest running and hopping robots.  
 

     
London (in his youth) is shown here on page 100 (he’s the human to the left of the running robot) 
in the seminal book by Professor Raibert, disclosing exactly how to make dynamically stable 
legged running robots; the so-called “Raibert Algorithms”. 
 
 
Dr. Raibert, who is still a good friend of our founder, now leads Boston Dynamics, a company 
famous for its incredibly lifelike and powerful quadrupeds and humanoid robots.  
 

 
 
London is a Board level advisor to Arcus Technology, a leading US manufacturer of motion 
control technology for robotic applications and factory automation. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/BostonDynamics
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London also advised and contributed capital to Carnegie Mellon’s DARPA Grand Challenge 
robotic cars projects.  http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~red/Red/  
 

 
 

 
He provided the seed funding and took a Board seat on Carnegie Mellon’s Astrobotic Technology 
space robotics company.  
 
https://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-15258139.html 
 

A NASA legend has joined Carnegie 

Mellon University's robotics guru in his 

team's quest to become the first 

nongovernmental entity to land a rover on 

the moon. 

Tony Spear has been hired as project 

manager for the Astrobotic Tranquility Trek 

project, created by professor William "Red" 

Whittaker in his pursuit of the Google 

Lunar X Prize. Spear led NASA's 

Pathfinder project, which landed a robot on 

Mars more than a decade ago. 

"Tony Spear's success with Mars Pathfinder is still the best example of a quick, efficient, and 

low-cost planetary mission ever attempted," Mitchell London, CEO of Astrobotic 

Technology, said in a news release. 

"In the 1990s, Tony's disruptively 

unbureaucratic approach was a 

cornerstone of NASA's Faster Better 

Cheaper initiative. …  

Astrobotic continues to provide 

services of several million dollars to 

NASA and other national space 

agencies. 

http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~red/Red/
https://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-15258139.html
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India Engagements: 

Mitchell London, President & CEO of Aliyance Technology LLP (dba “Aliyance Mechatronics”), 

was an early Microsoft employee and then the founder of a successfully exited startup known as 

ConnectSoft, Inc.     

 

Mr. London sold ConnectSoft to a NASDAQ public listed company in 1996. Mr. London was only 

23 years old in 1988 when he left Microsoft’s original Windows 1.0/2.0 development team to form 

his own company.  

 

And, he was merely 30 years old at the time he sold his company in a transaction valued 

at USD $22 million.  

 

It is noteworthy that a few 

years after formation of this 

company, Mr. London 

became attracted by India’s 

initiation of five “Special 

Economic Zones” to help 

establish the fledgling Indian 

IT industry.  

 

So, in 1993 (at the age of 28 

yrs) Mr. London formed a JV 

partnership in Pune called 

Connectsoft-Ruksun and 

provided over $1 million in 

funding, intent upon attracting and nurturing a young, high energy team.  

 

This was a vast sum of money at the time. It was prior to consumer Internet, and India was not 

yet famous for IT services.  

 

It was a period during which it was quite an achievement even to find skilled programmers in 

India, let alone set up a land line.  

 

After London sold his US 

company, the Indian JV 

relationship was 

discontinued by the 

acquisitor. Nonetheless, 

London remained on the 

Board of Directors of the 

spun-off India company, 

where he helped to attract 

several crore rupees 

(almost 2 million US 

dollars) of India-based VC 

funding from ICICI 

Ventures (1997).  
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To this day London is a very frequent traveller to India. He has continued to fund Indian 

engineering teams throughout all of the twenty years thereafter.  

His focus has been largely in education, consumer software, and electro-mechanical systems. 

 

 

London’s latest initiative in India is Aliyance Mechatronics.   With Silicon Valley style, London 

setup and capitalized a world-class robotics R&D center in Pune, Maharashtra immediately after 

he established a business relationship in China – to assist the leading provider of harmonic gears 

for Chinese industrial robots and the Chinese National Space Agency. 

                  

London is shown in this recent photo after meeting executives at the Odense, Denmark HQ of 

the world’s leading manufacturer of “collaborative robots” 
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London shown below securing a large robotics consulting deal in mainland China.  He was 

also invited as a guest speaker at a Peking University event regarding security robots. 

      

 

                                                                

    

 

  

 

 

 

 


